Byng chronology

1754
Henry Pelham dies, succeeded by his brother Duke of Newcastle as PM


Britain sends extra 1,000 troops to America


France responds by sending 3,000

1755
Britain rejects truce proposals from France.


Parliament votes £1m for American defence


Frederick II of Prussia threatens Hanover


Byng ordered to command squadron in Western Approaches to prey on 

French shipping; seizes 300

August 
France spreads reports of plans to invade Britain and also

 issues orders to prepare a substantial squadron in Toulon

September – 
Scotland to be the target



16 or 17 men of war to be fitted at Toulon (many reports)



100,000 men marching to Rouissillon, destined for Minorca



to be embarked at Toulon.

October – 
Ireland the target



Names of ships at Toulon identified, and the Fleet 

commander - 

November – 
England the target of a cross Channel invasion from Calais & Boulogne


RN reports that 12 French ships in Toulon are being fitted out and 7 have their masts.


12 ships of the line and 5 frigates to be ready to sail in February or March

December – Byng’s mistress dies.

December – 70,000 to 80,000 troops reported to be assembled at 

Dunkirk, but report from the Hague says no plans in place 

Workers at Toulon unpaid, fitting out has slowed down

1756
January 
Clear reports of plans for an assault on Minorca. 

Britain has a 50 gun ship and 4 frigates (36) in the area

Defences of Minorca in a deplorable state, many officers on 

leave, commander is 82 years old.

Britain had 65 ships of the line in home waters,  of which 40 

were needed for local defence.

Duke of Cumberland had argued for sending a substantial 

force to the Med. in April 1755

Anson, First Lord of the Admiralty did not want to part with

 any of the ships in home waters, being convinced that the 

attack would be in the Channel.

France uses a disinformation campaign to threaten an 

attack on the English coast, whilst preparing the attack on 

Minorca

January &
British govt receives increasingly active reports of French

February – 
preparations for cross channel attack, but French admiral 

commanding the Channel fleet advises against an attack,

but recommends maintaining the appearance of 

preparations for an attack.

February -
Agent at the Hague reports that French attacks are feints., 

and that the real attack will be in the Mediterranean. Confirmed from Sweden.

March 8 – 
Newcastle decides to equip a squadron. 13 selected, 

1x90guns, 1x74 guns, 1x68 guns, 5x64guns 3x60 guns,

2x50 guns

Ramillies 

2nd rate   90 guns

Culloden

3rd rate    74

Buckingham

3rd rate    68

Lancaster

3rd rate    64

Captain

3rd rate    64

Intrepid

3rd rate    64

Revenge

3rd rate    64

Trident

3rd rate    64

Princess Louisa
3rd rate    60

Kingston

3rd rate    60

Defiance

3rd rate    60

Portland

4th rate   50

Deptford

4th rate   50

13 ships   584 guns

March 9
Byng appointed

April 6 
Byng’s fleet leaves Portsmouth

April 10
French fleet leaves Toulon

April 18
French land 15,000 troops on Minorca


May 2

Byng reaches Gibraltar




Advises Admiralty that if Minorca is occupied, he will 

defend Gibraltar – but his orders were to relieve Minorca


May 3

Captains report readiness of their ships


May 8

Squadron sails for Minorca
 

May 20
Battle of Minorca. Indecisive tactically, 42 killed in British 

fleet, 38 in French fleet. French fleet withdraws

French have 796 guns to Byng’s 584

Ships repairing damage – Captain repairs lower masts,

Portland requires assistance, Intrepid and Defiant also have 

mast damage


May 24
Council of War, Byng retires to Gibraltar


June 2

French dispatch reaches London


June 3

Admiralty decides to supersede Byng


June 8

Admiralty learns that Minorca has been occupied by French 

.


forces


June 10
David Mallet offers his services to Newcastle to write 

pamphlets (is paid £300 from Secret Service fund in 

November)


June 20
Admiralty realise that invasion of England was a bluff, and 

plan to send ships to the Baltic and to maintain superiority 

in the Mediterranean. 


June 23 
Byng’s dispatch reaches London and is heavily edited 

before publication.


June 25
Government decides to arrest Byng


June 29 
Order given for arrest


July 8

Byng embarks for UK


July 15

News of surrender of Fort St. Philip reaches London, King is 

furious


October 25
Newcastle resigns, Duke of Devonshire and William Pitt 

form a government

Newcastle pays Mallet £300 for his pamphlets

Comments on Court Martial

Duke of Newcastle to Lord Hardwicke   about 16 July   Pope p 163 British Museum Additional (35895?)  32866 f 210

The government could not avoid some share of the blame “some scheme or measure of offence and attack must be thought of, or we shall be absolutely ruined” Hardwicke should discuss with Lord Anson a defense of the Government in the Commons “and also (which is still of more consequence) for the immediate trial and condemnation of Admiral Byng, if as I think there can be no doubt he deserves it. The sea officers should be learnt (sic) to talk in this matter and not to think to fling the blame upon civil ministers” 

Newcastle to Hardwicke   November  Pope p 206  ADD35416, f. 147

“I hope all possible care be taken about Byng’s trial, for there the whole question ought to turn. Sure Clevland and Boscawen should and could make even Dr. Hay [a member of the Board of Admiralty]   ashamed of protecting or conniving at Byng’s acquittal…’

December   Admiralty Board appoint vice Admiral Smith to preside over court martial. On Christmas Day five admirals’ flags were flying in Portsmouth – Osborn and four new arrivals – Smith, Broderick, Holbourne and Norris. They had just arrived in Portsmouth.

Regulations for courts martial prescribed that the officers were the most senior within the district under the command of the flag officer.  They were selected by Lord Anson,  whose own reputation – in the selection of the ships and their crewing – was potentially under attack. Broderick, Holbourne and Norris hauled down their flags immediately after the trial.

Smith, Holbourne, Norris and Broderick were all cronies of Anson’s. 

Horace Walpole records Boscawen [a member of the Board of Admiralty] saying
“Well, say what you will, we shall have a majority, and he will be condemned” (Pope p 212)  Walpole Memoirs  II 287
